Zalco Laboratories Sampling Guidelines: TKN

8 Request specific tests to be analyzed on your sample. If you need guidance, contact your
regulator, Local County or state health department, or a consultant.

§ Samples must be placed in appropriate containers, depending on the type of testing you
need.

§ Be sure you know which containers to use, and how to properly fill them. Label each
container. Keep samples cool, using blue ice or wet ice. Fill out a Chain-of-Custody form
completely. Return samples and Chain-of-Custody promptly.

§ Our standard turnaround time for work performed in our laboratory is 10 business days. For
subcontracted work, allow longer.

Before obtaining your samples, read the following directions:

Storage of Containers:

§ Before use, store containers in a clean, dry area, avoiding extreme temperatures.

Labeling of Containers:

§ Each sample should be labeled with the date, time, sampling location, and client name.

Handling of Containers:

§ Samples should be protected from light and heat at all times. They should be kept cool,
using blue ice or wet ice, and delivered as soon as possible to the laboratory. Some tests
require immediate analyses.

8 Never overflow the bottles as they may contain chemicals that must remain in the sample

§ Caution should be taken when sampling. Some bottles contain concentrated acids or bases.
Avoid contact with skin and inhalation of vapors. If you should come in contact with these
corrosives, wash thoroughly with water for 15 minutes.

Specific Containers:

TKN, Ammonia, COD:
1 - 500 ml plastic container containing H2S0O4
8 Fill container to neck. Cap securely. Do not rinse out the preservative.

This is the most commonly used procedure. If you are not sure which containers to use, or are
sampling for an unusual analysis and not familiar with the appropriate sampling technique, please
contact our client services department at 661-395-0539. Incorrect sampling may cause your
sample to be invalid.



